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derable levies of irregular horse and foot were au-
thorized ; and Lord Hastings further determined
to make a permanent addition of three regiments
to the regular army, and to form six provincial
corps, for the civil duties of the upper provinces.
The irregular levies are of such a nature, as to be
available the very moment they are raised; and
as the individuals, especially of the horse, gene-
rally come from those ranks most likely to be op-
posed to us, their enlistment is always a measure of
obvious momentary expediency.    The new regi-
ments could not be rendered fit for duty in the
current season; but the motive of this augmenta-
tion was a firm conviction of the  insufficiency
of the military establishment, even for ordinary
times; more particularly since the Goorkha power
had risen to such importance, that henceforth that
frontier would require as much vigilance as the
southern and western.    The Burmese of Ava and
Arracan had also lately assumed a tone which ren-
dered it probable that it would soon become ne-
cessary to have a permanent force in this direc-
tion likewise; and neither they nor the NipSlese
had heretofore entered into the calculations which
had regulated the extent of the Bengal establish-
ments.    Inclusive of all the provincial and local
corps, this augmentation carried the Bengal army
to no higher numerical amount than about eighty